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SUMMER SUNDAY 
PREACHERS 
Worship at 9:15 and 11 a.m.

July 5

July 12

July 19

July 26

August 2

August 9

August 16

August 23

August 30

Why She Loves Teaching Three-Year-Olds 
LaDawn Naegle Revels in the Joy of Teaching Sunday School
by Amy Thompson
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Continued on page 3

To learn more about 
worship, classes, and 
opportunities to serve, visit: 
www.NationalPres.org

 

DEADLINES

September/October:  August 1

November/December:  October 1

January/February:  December 1 

March/April:  February 1
Editor:   Kate Brinkley, 202.537.7574 
or KBrinkley@NationalPres.org

A typical three-year-old 
associates words with 

an experience. If you tell a 
toddler, “Jesus loves you,” 
the child must ĝrst experi-
ence love to associate Jesus 
with love. Children this age 
also need their experiences 
to be consistent in order to 
make the right connections. 
Although Bible stories play a 
role in a small child’s spiritual 
development, without con-
sistent positive experiences 
surrounding this message, spiritual growth 
won’t happen. That’s why Sunday school 
teachers like LaDawn Naegle are invalu-

able at National. 
Every Sunday morn-

ing for the last three 
years, LaDawn has 
provided a consistent, 
loving atmosphere for 
the three-year-olds at 
our church. “These kids 
are amazing,” she says, 
“They listen with wide 
eyes and captivated 
looks to Bible stories 
each week. Sometimes 
one of them will get so 

excited about the story that he will ĝnish it 
for me!”

NPC Launches Ministry to Job Seekers 
Group Provides Community in Christ-Centered Setting

With an increasing number of church 
members affected by layoffs and 

the economic downturn, NPC is taking a 
fresh approach to meeting the needs of the 
job seekers in its midst.  On May 15, NPC 
launched a Job Seekers’ Support Group.  
This new ministry is designed to provide 
spiritual support and encouragement to 
members and friends who are unemployed 
or underemployed.  New participants of 
all ages and life stages are welcome.

Job loss is a very stressful life change.  
The grief caused by losing a job, the at-
tendant ĝnancial hardships and the stress 
of job hunting can leave people spiritually 
discouraged and can strain their relation-
ships and families.  Further, when a person 
loses his/her job, s/he often loses important 
community.  In 2009, a great deal of job 
hunting is done online, which can be soli-
tary and isolating.

This is where the church can step in to 
remind disciples of Jesus Christ that their 
core identity lies in him and not in the an-
swer to that ubiquitous question, “What 
do you do?”  To assert this Christ-centered 
identity and to build Christian community, 
each session of NPC’s job seekers’ group 
includes sharing, Bible study, and prayer.  
The group is exploring “God’s Promises, 
God’s Providence and God’s Presence.”  

Of course, NPC members and friends 
also have great contacts and ideas to share, 
so each job seekers’group meeting includes 
a “Resource Sharing Time.” Participants 
coach each other and share their favorite 
job hunting strategies, websites and tips.  

The group meets every other Friday at 
11 a.m. for an hour of structured study 
and conversation. For a complete sched-
ule or to learn more, contact Rev. Donna 
Marsh, DMarsh@Nationalpres.org.     
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Five American couples, thirteen 
Moldovan couples, and one 

Romanian couple participated last 
spring in a conference about The 
Marriage Course. On a Tuesday 
evening, April 28, the couples arrived 
at Emanuel Church in the heart of 
Belts, Moldova, for the eighth and 
ĝnal session. 

This was an evening of celebra-
tion. Chairs normally lined up in 
rows for Sunday services had been 
rearranged around small tables set 
with cloths, candles, and Ğowers. 
People brought pastries, snacks, cof-
fee, and tea to share with the group.

In addition to the thirty couples 
who participated, there were twelve 
couples who were invited that eve-
ning to learn more about The Mar-
riage Course and to hear from those 
who had taken part. Participants 
shared wonderful and positive com-
ments about the course and about the 
leaders, Petru and Viorica Bragaru.

It was a beautiful evening and 
the culmination of another stage in a 
marriage ministry that NPC initiated 
in June 2007. After several years of 
ministry activities in Moldova, an 
NPC team conducted a Marriage 
Leadership Conference in Chisinau, 
Moldova, on June 28 through 30 of 
that year. 

In 2008, Petru and Viorica were 
invited to serve as the lead couple 

to conduct The 
Marriage Course 
throughout Mol-
dova. They have 
led the course four 
times in the past ten 
months. A minis-
try advisory team 
works with the 
Bragarus in support 
of the ministry. The 
partners include 
NPC, the Moldova 
Baptist Union, New 
Hope International, 
New Hope Mol-
dova, and Alpha.

While in Moldova  
from April 27 to May 2, our group 
from NPC had the privilege of at-
tending the celebration in Belts. We 
also went to Chisinau to visit long 
time NPC friend, Pastor Valeriu Ghi-
letchi, President of the Baptist Union. 
There we visited the College of The-
ology and Education, a related minis-
try supported by NPC and attended 
the quarterly meeting of the Marriage 
Ministry Advisory Board partners. 

We worked with Petru and Viorica 
at their house in a village on the 
north edge of Chisinau. Their ofĝce 
occupies one room of their home and 
is equipped with computer, printer, 
books, sound system, and supplies. 
All the small tables they use for The  

 
 
Marriage Course are stacked in a 
corner of their ofĝce.

We returned from Moldova look-
ing forward to NPC’s part in the next 
steps of this ministry. Petru and Vior-
ica are doing a ĝne job moving The 
Marriage Course forward. There is 
every indication that it is going well. 

This time the course was offered 
to four couples who are non-believ-
ers. One couple came to Christ as a 
result of their participation. The pas-
tor at Emanuel Church, who took the 
course with his wife, said The Mar-
riage Course has provided a strong 
foundation for outreach to his com-
munity and already has proven to be 
very important. 

Encouraging Marriages and Families in Moldova
by David Wallace and Phyllis Wolfe

Petru and Viorica Bragaru

The Marriage  
Courses Advisory 
Board Meeting in 
Chisianu, Moldova
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What LaDawn likes most about 
teaching this age is “the joy [of the 
kids]. They are bright and eager and 
ready for anything I might pull out 
of my Sunday school bag.” And her 
bag is an endless source of creativity. 
For example, LaDawn takes her 
class outside to the school’s play-
ground and uses a chalk-drawn 
path with grass and trees to rep-
resent the road to Emmaus. They 
toddle to the stage in Jones Hall, 
which represents the banks of the 
mountain river, or to the fountain 
for a picnic to hear the parables of 
Jesus. 

Children this age respond to God’s 
word very simply, explains LaDawn, 
“They don’t over-think it, which is 
so refreshing.” But that doesn’t mean 
they are not learning or understand-
ing what they’ve been taught. “I 
know that they get this because I see 
it and hear it coming back to me from 
them,” she says. “Sometimes weeks 
or even months later, one of them 
will remind me to ‘say yes to God’ as 
Noah did or ‘God made that and that 
– God made the world!’”

Children, like adults, hide God’s 

word in their hearts. “They seem 
to tuck these Bible stories away,” 
LaDawn says. “Sometimes we get 
to see what they mean to the kids or 
how they have processed the stories, 
but most of the time we just have 

to have faith that each of them has 
tucked away in his heart just what 
God needs to be there for now and 
for later.”

LaDawn admits that she won’t 
give up her volunteer job until she’s 
Ėĝred.ė She adds that she would like 
to see NPC continue its robust chil-
dren’s program. “It is critical not only 
to the children, but to their parents,” 
she explains. “If we can provide a 
safe, loving, faith-nurturing program 
for their children, parents will want 
to be here, sitting in the pews at wor-
ship or joining their own Bible or 
adult nurture class.”

In light of that, LaDawn says 
teaching three-year-olds forces her 
to examine Bible stories from a 
fresh perspective in order to ĝnd the 
teachable pieces. She says taking a 
less complicated look at scripture 

helps remind her of the basics 
of our faith. “I learn anew God’s 
messages,” she says, “And just 
spending time with these chil-
dren is a wonderful reminder of 
God’s love for each of us.”

LaDawn and her family—son 
Anthony, 20; daughter Elizabeth, 
17; and son Stephen, 15; have 

been at NPC for almost 15 years. Be-
fore teaching the “threes,” she taught 
ĝrst grade, but she deĝnitely prefers 
“the littles,” as this stage is affection-
ately known. “I can’t imagine ever 
leaving this class,” she says. “It is a 
great source of joy in my life.”

So the next time you hear little 
children marching through the halls 
of the church making a joyful noise 
to the Lord with tambourines made 
from paper plates and macaroni, 
you’ll know that LaDawn Naegle is 
not far behind.

Threes’ Sunday School Teacher, Blessing and Blessed
Continued from page 1

PNC Meets Each Week
Search for Senior Pastor in Full Swing  
by Carrie Ivey-Grossman

The Pastor Nominating Committee was commissioned 
in Sunday morning services on June 14, 2009. They 

began meeting in mid-April; however, committee mem-
bers felt that the commissioning was important in order 
to formally introduce them to the congregation and to ask 
for the continued guidance of the Holy Spirit.
	 The ĝrst task was to write, and submit to Session, the 
Church Information Form (CIF), which will be read by 
candidates. This document announces our pastoral vacan-
cy and describes our church and the position to be ĝlled. 
	 The committee welcomes your feedback and will be 
hosting several opportunities in the coming months for 
interaction after Sunday services and in Sunday school 
classes and other church gatherings. E-mail comments or 
recommendations to NationalPNC@gmail.com.

Food Drive: An Act of Grace
Stock the Pantry at Martha’s Table  
by Claire Levy

as part of our new urban missions 
initiative, and in memory of one 

of our beloved members, NPC is 
asking you to donate canned and dry 
goods to restock the pantry at Mar-
tha’s Table during the week of July 5 
through 12. Martha’s Table provides 
more than 300 children and youth with nutritious meals 
and supervised learning throughout the year. 
	 Grace Clark, who died last year, began a monthly food 
collection for Martha’s Table at NPC. Now we can build 
on her vision and beneĝt the hungry in our city through 
this food drive. Bring donations on Sundays, July 5 and 
12, and July 6-10 at VBS. To volunteer, contact Claire 
Levy, Claire.Levy@verizon.net or 301.913.9147.
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Our Congregation’s History across the Centuries  
by Eleanor Elson Heginbotham

Three stories from three centuries of 
our church’s history tell the tale of 
God’s faithfulness:

A Presbyterian Forefather 

In May 1776 John Witherspoon 
preached his most famous sermon, “The 
Dominion of Providence over the Pas-
sions of Men, based on Psalms 76:10,” 

in which he said, 
“You are my wit-
nesses that this is 
the ĝrst time of my 
introducing any 
political subject 
into the pulpit.” 
The subject was the 
controversy with 
Great Britain and 
the issue was “the 
connection between 

religious and civil liberty…. Within a 
few weeks, Witherspoon was seated as 
a member of the Continental Congress 
in Philadelphia, and on July 4, 1776, he, 
along with 55 other colonists, signed the 
Declaration of Independence, the only 
clergyman to do so.”  John Adams said, 

“Dr. Witherspoon enters with great spirit 
into the American cause.”  This great 
clergyman, who later became the ĝrst 
President of the new Princeton College, 
is honored with a statue on the corner of 
Connecticut Avenue, N and 18th Streets, 
site of the older building for our current 
congregation.  (Excerpts from a speech 
by Dr. Gordon Tait, Mercer Professor of 
Religious Studies, Emeritus, The College 
of Wooster).

19th Century Summer Preachers 

What does the long newspaper story on 
summer supply preachers imply about 
church and city summer culture in 1889?  
“The President’s Church: Distinguished 
Divines to Preach during the Pastor’s 
Vacation” was the headline, and the story, 
which contained a long list of clergy 
from churches and seminaries across the 
United States, began (did the unnamed 
reporter know how funny this sounds?), 
“President Harrison, Secretary Blaine, 
and the greater part of the congrega-
tion of the Church of the Covenant were 
absent yesterday morning when the 
pastor, Dr. T.S. Hamlin announced the 

engagements which had been made for 
ĝlling the pulpit of the church during his 
vacation, which would begin during the 
week and last until the middle of Septem-
ber.”  The list ended with, “The services 
of these distinguished divines. . .had been 
secured not so much for the beneĝt of 
the members of the congregation of that 
church, who were largely out of town, 
as for the city at large.”  Washington Post, 
July 15, 1889

The Move to Nebraska Avenue 

A letter dated August 1, 1969, signed by 
Rev. Edward L.R. Elson, Rev. Thomas 
Stone, Rev. Rodney Smith, and Ernie Li-
gon, organist/choir director, advised that 
the ĝrst service in the new church would 
be Sunday, September 7.  The congrega-
tion had sold the N Street church and 
grounds and had been worshiping at a 
Seventh Day Adventist Church in down-
town Washington.  Among the festivi-
ties planned for the opening of the new 
church was a guest lecture by George 
Meany, president of the AFL-CIO, “for 
workmen and families” of the new edi-
ĝce. Letter in Vol. I Archives, Culbertson 


